Wildfire: The Big Picture!

NC Prescribed Fire Council Meeting
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California firefighters battle an enemy they can't beat: A &

changing climate
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LEWISTON, Calif. — As flames from the deadly Carr

Fire light the midnight sky around him, firefighter
Derek Longoria gratefully lowers himself to the
pavement and tears into the first meal he's had in 12

(Photo: Trevor Hughes, USA hours.
TODAY)




Questions & Thoughts
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IMTs by Type 2004 2011
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Aviation Resources
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Hot Shot Crew Resources

# of IHC Crews

Raw Data from:
Hotshot Crew History
in America — National
Interagency Hotshot
Crew Steering
Committee. 2017
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What about Climate Change?

e "...human-caused climate change caused over half of the
documented increases in fuel aridity since the 1970s and
doubled the cumulative forest fire area since 1984. This analysis
suggests that anthropogenic climate change will continue to

chronically enhance the potential for western US forest fire

L] L] ,,
aCt|V|ty. .. John T. Abatzoglou and A. Park Williams; Impact of anthropogenic climate change on wildfire across
western US forests PNAS October 10, 2016. 201607171; published ahead of print October 10, 2016.
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SPRING IS WARMING

Since 1970




What about Climate Change?

Hotter Years, More Fires
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The Fire Paradox — Untamed Science




Simplified Model of the Fire Paradox
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Fire Exclusion

Rethinking the Wildland Fire Management System
Matthew P Thompson Donald G MacGregor Christopher J Dunn
David E Calkin John Phipps

Journal of Forestry, Volume 116, Issue 4, 29 June 2018
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Fire has been a part of forests like the Nantahala for thousands of years.
The Forest Service and our partners use a science-based prescribed bumn
program to promote forest health and help reduce the risk of catastrophic POSTED ON JANUARY 292012 BY PILOT MOUNTAIN NEWS
wildfire to local communities. These low to medium intensity fires, like the

one occurring today near Whitewater Falls and pictured below, act as a P 1 b d b l d f t t k
cleaning agent. thinning out leaves and woody debris, to promote native reS C rl e u rn p a n n e O r S a e p a r
species and improve wildlife habitat. #5codFire #NutureNature
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#CareForTheland

By Bill Colvard - bcolvard@MtAiryNews.com

PILOT MOUNTAIN — Between now and late may, N.C. State
Parks and the N.C. Forest Service plan to conduct a 270-acre
prescribed burn on the south and west facing slopes of Pilot
Mountain, according to a statement by Matt Windsor, park
superintendent for Pilot Mountain State Park.

This burn will be followed up by a later 200-acre bumn on the
upper north and east facing slopes of the mountain so that fuel
loads are kept low on the most fire-prone portions of the park.
The long-term goal is to use future controlled burns at a 5- to 10-
year interval to maintain the mountain’s natural communities and
ensure safety of visitors and residents.

A prescribed bum at Pilot Mountain State Park is shown in
2015.

nning more burns ssfely could reduce catastrophic risks posad by wildfire. (Cal Fire)







