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This morning 

• Who the Coalition is… 

• Shared Challenges 

– Local issues 

– National issues 

• Shared Opportunities 

– Movements across the Coalition 

– Future networking 





http://www.prescribedfire.net/ 
The Coalition’s core mission is to promote 

the appropriate use of prescribed fire for 

enhancing public safety, managing 

resources, and sustaining environment 

quality. In addition, the Coalition 

encourages and facilitates the 

organization of prescribed fire councils 

in states that lack active councils. 

Partnering prescribed fire councils’ efforts, 

which collectively represent twelve million 

acres of annual prescribed fire use, has 

created a forum to voice and address 

issues of national concern. The 

Coalition’s work facilitates 

communication among interested parties 

in the field of prescribed fire, provides a 

focal point for sharing ideas and 

information, and creates opportunities 

for prescribed fire collaboration.  



Coalition Board Members   Liaisons 



Rx fire challenges 

• Why fire? 

• If so, how often? 

• Smoke 

• Emissions 

• When? 

• Where? 

• How? 

• Legacies of fire exclusion 

• Unknown unknowns 



Smoke and Smoke 

Persistent 

& looming 

threats 

• Smoke 

– Visibility 

– Nuisance Issues 

– WUI* 

• Emissions 

– PM 2.5 

– Ozone 

– C-based (CO2, CO, CH4) 



Legacies of a smokeless past 

Nowacki & Abrams 2008 

BioScience 

Fuels have 

changed 



How we burn 

• Season 

• Size of units 

• Firing methods 

• Target severity 

• Target species? 

• Non-natives 

• Boundaries Challenge to 

how we do what 

we do 



Why, where, and how much? 

+ other 

“Fire 

Deniers” 



Patterns of Rx fire use (2012 Survey) 

• Diminished 

• Concentrated 

in the South 

– 80% of 

burning 

• Stable or 

increasing 

(43* states) Melvin. 2012. National Prescribed Fire Use Survey. NASF & Coalition of 
Prescribed Fire Councils. www.prescribedfire.net 



Rx fire opportunities 

• Working together 

• Working smarter 

• Broad(er) fire discussions  

• Public knows stuff 

• Conservation & restoration 

• Advances in fire research 



Beyond the Fireline… 

• Prescribed Burn Associations (PBAs) 

– Shared resources 

  

 

• Rx Fire Councils 

– Tackling bigger issues 

 

• Regional Fire Science Consortia 

 



Spread of Prescribed Fire Councils 

http://www.garxfire.com/index.htm


Fire Science Delivery 



Collaboration across divides 

Fire is a uniting issue for many 
in natural resources 



Council Impact & Effectiveness 

Formal Metrics: 

•Affecting policy 

•State recognition 

•Burner liability 

•Meetings 

• Attendance 

•Training 

•Burning workshops 

•Burner “Certification” 
 

 



Not so fast… 

They support 

us? 

 
 
people connect to 
hope, not fear… 
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Biodiversity Conservation & 

Ecological Restoration 

Fire is an 

ecological 

imperative in 

fire-prone 

ecosystems 

 

 

Keep doing 

this… 

 



http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/wild/images/birds/redcockaded_woodpecker1.jpg


Fire Research to Help 

We don’t need any more research! 

                      -[don’t make eye contact] 



Coalition of Prescribed Fire Councils 
Save the Date: Friday, October 24, 2014  

Mobile, Alabama 

Attached to the Longleaf Alliance Biennial Conference 

Collaboration Across Divides 
A mini-Conference for Prescribed Fire Councils 



morgan.varner@prescribedfire.net 



Fire used widely in the region 

The Longleaf Alliance 

Fires were… 

Frequent 

Pervasive 
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Versatility & Utility of Rx Fire 

Utility: 

Consumes fuel 
Kills competitors differentially 
Linked to plant and animal dynamics 

Versatility: 

Intensity    Duration 
Season    Frequency 
Size & shape   Inexpensive* 
Combine with other treatments 
 



Brown & Smith. 2000. Wildland fire in ecosystems: effects of fire on flora 

Diversity of fire-
prone ecosystems 

 



Rx fire objectives 

• Hazard reduction 

• Remove logging debris (site prep) 

• Improve habitat 

• Promote grazing 

• Perpetuate fire-dependent species 

• Eliminate diseases + pests 

• Improve access 

• Reduce competition 

• Aesthetics… 

 


