Prescribed Fire Councils:
Shared Challenges and Opportunities
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The Coalitiono6sprenotee mission is to
the appropriate use of prescribed fire for | L v
enhancing public safety, managing
resources, and sustaining environment
guality. In addition, the Coalition
encourages and facilitates the
organization of prescribed fire councils
in states that lack active councils.
Partnering prescribedis
which collectively represent twelve million T
acres of annual prescribed fire use, has Aol :
created a forum to voice and address
iIssues of national concern. The

Coal i t i dacidbtsteswor k
communication among interested parties
in the field of prescribed fire, provides a
focal point for sharing ideas and PRESCRIBED
information, and creates opportunities FIRE COUNCILS, INC.
for prescribed fire collaboration.
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RX fire challenges

A Why fire?

A If so, how often?

A Smoke

A Emissions

AWhen?

A Where?

A How?

A Legacies of fire exclusion
A Unknown unknowns
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Legacies of a smokeless past
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Mesophication

Figure 4. Temporal changes in fire importance (fire frequency and severity) and mesophication (develop-
ment of cool, moist understory conditions) for oak-pine ecosystems in the eastern United States. Olive green

trees represent oaks, dark green trees represent pines, and aquamarine trees represent mesophytic species
(e.g., sugar maple).




