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NASF Regions



FIRE IN THE SOUTH
Acres

February 1898 Series of SC/NC fires NC/SC 3,000,000

1955 Fire season Hyde, Tyrrell, Washington Counties NC 600,000

April 4, 1963 127 Fires in NC, Black Thursday NC 185,000

1971 Air Force Bomb Range Fire Dare County 30,000

1985 High Peak Fire Burke County 4,770

1985 Allen Road Fire
Hyde, Tyrrell, 

Washington Counties
94,650

1986 Topsail Fire Onslow, Pender 73,000

February 10, 2008 302 fires in NC, Black Sunday NC 9,400

2008 Evans Road Fire
Hyde, Tyrrell, 

Washington Counties
41,534

2011 Lumber Plant Fire Surry County 737

2011 Judes Gap Fire
Polk, Rutherford 

Counties
1,477

2011 SR8 Fire Onslow County 9,566

2011 Pains Bay Fire Dare County 45,000

2011 Juniper Road Fire Pender County 31,000+

2011 Simmons Road Fire
Bladen , Cumberland 

Counties
5,400+



FIRE IN THE SOUTH
Acres

April 2016 Whipping Creek Road Fire Dare, Hyde Counties 15,453

April 2016 Clemmons Road Fire Brunswick County 1,600

November 2016 Party Rock Fire

Buncombe, 

Henderson, Rutherford 

Counties

7,000

November 2016 Chestnut Knob Fire Burke County 6,435



FIRE IN THE SOUTH

Historically the southern area averages approx. 50% of total fires nationally

For the past 3 years, SGSF states have averaged approx. 30,000 fires annually with 
an average area burned of over 1.4 million acres. 95% of these fires are State 
jurisdiction fires





COOPERATION AND COORDINATION 
ARE CRUCIAL

At the National, Regional, State and Local levels

SGSF assists at the  National and  Regional levels
via

The National Interagency Coordination Center (NICC) which over sees all of the 
Geographic Area Coordination Centers (GACC). SGSF helps to operate the 

Southern Area Coordination Center (SACC) located in Atlanta.







SGSF assists at the  National and  Regional levels
via

The Alliance of Forest Fire Compacts (AFFC) which pulls together all of the 
regional compacts. SGSF has States in the Southeastern and Southcentral 

Compacts.

National and State Compact laws allow States to share resources in fighting 
wildfires.





Compacts were enacted by Congress in the 1950s. It gives the states the ability to 
share resources for the control and prevention of forest fires. In addition to being 
able to share within these compacts, they are also able to access resources from 

six other states in the Mid-Atlantic Compact. 

There is current legislation that will be introduced to allow the exchange of 
resources with all eight compacts in the nation. 

In the past three years, 100 engines, 65 dozers and 4 IMTS have been dispatched 
though the compacts totaling 556 personnel.



SGSF assists at the  National and  Regional levels
via

The National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy 
and the 

Southeastern Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy 







National Cohesive Strategy Goals

Restore and Maintain Resilient Landscapes
Create Fire Adapted Communities

and
Safe and Effective Wildfire Response











SGSF assists at the  National and  Regional levels
via

The NASF Fire Committee and the SGSF Forest Protection and Fire Committee



Priority #1: Completion of Ongoing Projects

SouthWRAP
• Since the release in 2014, 1,439 users have registered 

for the professional viewer

• New version of SouthWRAP was released in Sept. 2018

• The Community Assessor Application for the South 
(CAFtS) is now out and being used by several states.

• FL & GA exploring options to update layers to show 
increased risk in Hurricane Michael impact area

One Message, Many Voices
• Working w/Communications Committee to enhance & 

update content 

• SGSF Website is now landing page for both 
GoodFires.org & VisitmyForest.org 



Priority #2: Outreach and Education to professionals, 
landowners, policy makers etc. 

• Our Winter Meeting was held 
February 5-7, 2019 in Trussville, 
Alabama

• The following issues were addressed:

– Smoke Management

– Research & Technology Transfer

– Fire Adapted Communities

– Technology Updates

– Cohesive Strategy

– SFA/VFA Grant Funding

– LSR Grant Work Session

– OMMV Websites Work Session

– Rates Guide Work Session

– SA IMT Work Session

Tour of GR Manufacturing’s Production Facility





Priority #2: Outreach and Education to professionals, 
landowners, policy makers etc. 

• Smokey’s 75th Birthday
– Events w/State Legislatures

– Smokey Bear License Plate

– Birthday Card goes National

– Smokey & Major Sporting Events

• Increasing use of social media to push 
timely messages

• CWPPs continuing to increase

• Incorporation of CWPP into LMS & 
comprehensive plans increasing

• communities at reduced risk shows 
success of fuels management efforts

• Effective use of Ready, Set, Go! 
Program increasing



Priority #3:  Prescribed Fire

• SE Prescribed Fire & Air Quality 
Summit IV took place February 25-
27 in South Georgia

• Quarterly conference calls are 
being held with State Forestry and 
Air Quality Agencies + other 
partners

• Work continues on having reliable 
Rx burning/fire reporting data 
regionwide 

• Assisting in development of more 
detailed prescribed fire training for 
air quality personnel

• Several states developing/utilizing 
drones (UAS) for aerial ignition



Priority #4: Training

IMTs and Priority Trainees
• Through the Priority Trainee List, 112 state employees were dispatched 

last year. Currently there are 147 on this year’s list and 3 have already 
been dispatched this Spring

• A multi-state Florida-based Type 2 IMT (Red) was dispatched to Oregon 
and assigned to the Garner Complex.

• NC deployed 2 IMTs to assist with Hurricane Florence

• SC deployed IMT2 to Hurricane Florence

• GA deployed their IMT2 to SW Georgia for Hurricane Michael

• TX IMT3 deployed to FL under EMAC for Hurricane Michael 

• FL deployed 2 IMT1s, 3 IMT2s, and 3 IMT3s for Hurricane Michael

• Several states developing Type 2 & Type 3 IMTs

• Continuing to enhance the Southern States IMT mobilization process



Priority #4: Training

Wildland Fire Training for State Firefighters, Cooperators, 
and Structural Firefighters

• All agencies continue to provide training 
and assistance to Volunteer Fire 
Departments in their states either 
through formal Fire Academies or 
individual courses

• Skills crosswalk being utilized in several 
states to facilitate qualifying cooperators

• Florida has completed development and 
is operational with the Blue Ribbon Staff 
Ride



Volunteer Fire Department Funds (VFA)
VFA funds are used for wildland fire training and outfitting of volunteer fire 

departments. The VFA funding has gradually increased the past five years and the 
southern states received approx. 4.5 million dollars in 2019.

There has been an emphasis by the states to capture VFD fires as it is a component 
in the formula for allocation of VFA funds. Some states have made progress but 

there is still work to be done. Incorporating the VFD fires that have been reported 
bumps the SGSF state fire numbers up to approx. 73,000 fires annually.



Priority #5 Collaborate and develop partnerships with federal and 
regional stakeholders to promote efficient, effect and safe SGSF fire 
management programs

Collaboration to Promote Safe & Effective 
SGSF Fire Management Programs

• States are fully engaged on NWCG committees, sub-
committees as well as Cohesive Strategy and SERPPAS

• Currently using Cohesive Strategy Models for Success to 
expand successful programs 

• Fire Committee receives regular updates on Cohesive 
Strategy and provides accomplishment information 




