
Fire Management at Morrow Mountain State Park 
Or: 

How to Get The NC Forest Service to Set Your Park 
on Fire Without Really Trying 
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Park Dedication Parade  



CCC and WPA Projects – Early 1940’s  

European Colonization – Early 1700’s 



Nationally Significant Archaeological Site 



Morrow Mountain ca. 1920 

“Naked Mountain” 



Morrow Mountain ca. 2015 



Lots of Critters 



“Snakes.  Why did it have to be snakes?” 
              -  Indiana Jones 



"There's lots of deer.“ 
 

Yeah, we get that a lot. 



No Shortage of Fire Scars 



No Shortage of Wildfires 



US Forest Service Fire Crew  ca. 1923 





Morrow Mountain Burn Units  ca. 2011 



“Helicopter?  Way cool!” 



January 2012   
600 Acre Burn Unit 



2014 
900+ ac in 24 hours 



April 2015  
 
260 Acres 



The Future is Smoke-Filled 





Are We Changing Forest Trajectories? 



Definitely maybe. 
 

Sort of. 


