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The past 12 months were filled with drama for tho$eus who conduct burns and support
prescribed burning in North Carolina. We experezh@ significant long lasting statewide
drought, extended statewide burn bans (some dtinmgs that many of us felt we could safely
burn), and when conditions improved we felt thespuge to squeeze in as many burns as
possible in the few good days available. Fortugats | write this piece, rainfall is nearing
normal and | am seeing the smoke from Sandhills &dmand prescribed fires on most
afternoons. But many planned acres went unbureeduse of the drought and burn bans. It
seems that each year brings a more complex sétatienges and we work harder to burn fewer
acres.

Increasing human populations make it unlikely thet will see the day that restrictions on
burning are relaxed. If we continue to burn (arelall agree that we need to do that) we must be
vocal advocates for prescribed fire, stay involvath developing burning policy, and do the
best job possible on each tract we burn.

Though a young organization, the Prescribed FireinCib (PFC) is participating in many
endeavors which can help keep prescribed burniviglde land management tool. Here are a
few examples:

First, several important and interrelated initiatvare underway that will impact the way burning
is managed in North Carolina. The PFC is workinthwhe NC Division of Forest Resources
(NC DFR) as they development new systems for magafyie and smoke in North Carolina. In
early 2009 the NC DFR will be working with our Isliture to revise the statute that governs
burn bans and burn permits. These revisions widlipe a framework under which NC DFR
will implement rules which consider weather, fuanditions, and available resources to
determine when restrictions on burning are necgss&@oncurrently, NC smoke management
guidelines are being revised to meet Federal atityuistandards. The final piece to the puzzle
will be the human factors involved in interpretiagd implementing the rules. It will be critical
for individual members and the PFC to stay involwelile these new processes are being
developed and implemented.

Second, the Education and Outreach Committee islolewvng a brochure for burners to use to
inform neighboring landowners and residents abbetitportance of prescribed fire and what
they should expect when a nearby tract is beingdulr This tool should be especially helpful
when prescribed fires are planned in areas wherdemts are not accustomed to seeing smoke.



Third, the Implementation Committee has been “bimplementing prescribed burns” this
spring and summer. But they are looking ahead laane a session planned for private
contractors and state agency burners on Novembé&od?9-noon. Topics include updates on
smoke management, fire weather, and insuranceaéscpbed burners.

And finally, input from members has prompted usrtove our annual meeting to August to
avoid conflict with prime burning months. | urgach of you to attend so you can keep
informed, become more proficient burners, and Wecgfe advocates of prescribed burning.
See you in Morganton.

Submitted by Terry Sharpe, Chair - NCPFC (sharpeti@ernet.net)

2008 ANNUAL MEETING PLANNED

The third annual meeting of the North Carolina Prieed Fire Council will be a great chance
for members of the Council to become more famikdh burning issues and opportunities in the
mountains. Dr. David Loftis, a researcher of thelegy of Southern Appalachian Hardwoods,
from the U. S. Forest Service’s Bent Creek ExpenigeForest in Asheville, is one of the day’s
featured speakers. Also featured is Dr. Patricks€eyAssociate Professor from the University
of Tennessee, whose work includes oak regeneratidroak savannahs. We are also fortunate
to have a Burke County landowner who will speakudbdios own experiences with prescribed
fire and forest management. There will be othefgssional talks and several updates as well as
an opportunity for the Council’s committees to detvn to business.

The meeting will be on Wednesday, August 6th fraB0%m until 4:45 pm in Morganton, NC.
A detailed agenda will be sent to all members clésgehe meeting date. It will be held at the
Burke County Agricultural Building. Lunch will bergvided compliments of the N. C. Division
of Forest Resources. Although there is no cosggal@egister using the form below by July 25 to
ensure enough seats and food for all.




N. C. Prescribed Fire Council Annual Meeting
August 68", 2008

BURKE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL BUILDING
Morganton, N. C.

Pre-Registration Deadline — Friday, July 28', 2008

First Name

Last Name

Title

Organization

Mailing address

City, State, Zip

Phone w/ voice mail

Fax Number

E-mail address

Because of facility limitations, guaranteed spacethe meeting is limited to the first
75 pre-registrants.

Mail, fax, or email completed form to:
NCPFC c/o John Ann Shearer
P.O. Box 33726
Raleigh, NC 27636-3726
Fax: 919-856-4556
JohnAnn_Shearer@fws.gov

If you have questions, calDean Simonat 828-433-7277




FIGHT FIRE WITH FIRE
NORTH CAROLINA NEEDSMORE PRESCRIBED BURNING!

North Carolina urgently needs your support for mamescribed burning in North Carolina. With
North Carolina depending so much on its 17,000,a00million) acres of forestland for clean
water, clean air, wildlife, recreation and econo®9,000,000,000 ($29 billion not million) in
annual economic benefits, all effort needs to lberao protect this precious asset. In the last
few years, North Carolina has already lost 1,000,00illion) acres of forestland mostly due to
development and this loss certainly doesn’t nedaetoompounded with heavy forest fire losses.
As the recent Forestry Summits so vividly point thdt to sustain our forests, there are many
urgent needs and priorities. There isn’t anythimgt is more basically needed than protecting
our forests and private investment in forestland.

For many years, we haven't had a terrible fire g@as North Carolina, and the tendency is to
become complacent. Each year the fuel loads asstim build to a dangerous, humongous level
and it is not a question of if, but when the weattenditions and ignition will come together (as
we have recently seen in southern California arterotvestern states, Texas/Oklahoma and
south Georgia/North Florida) causing severe los$esir valuable forestland and other related
assets, along with the loss of the positive imghet trees have on the environment. North
Carolina with its large acreage of continuous hefaey has a strong potential risk for fire loss.
This is especially true in the mountains and cogdsans. In fact, eastern North Carolina, due to
the heavy fuel load, is said to be second onlydoti®rn California for potential wildfire. The
weather has an unquestionable long history of ogcknd our time is coming. There are several
practices that will help such as firebreak mainteea but on a larger scale, only lowering the
fuel level will substantially alleviate the problem\We cannot control the weather, but we can
control the fuel level by prescribed burning. he tfuture, technology and implementation of
using biomass for energy will likely help with lovireg the fuel build-up load, but at present, the
only cost efficient way to lower fuel load is hagaeduction burning. Each year, the window of
opportunity for hazard reduction burning is verpiibecause it is necessary to get the weather
conditions just right. This year it appears thedow will be even shorter because of the extreme
drought. Someway, somehow, we need to do moredhaeduction burning. Hazard reduction
burning can and will cause problems, such as snsgtding and fire escaping, but these
problems become pale compared to problems causedldyre, which in extreme cases can
cause the ultimate loss—that of human life.

Most individuals and groups that really understainel many positive benefits of prescribed
burning strongly support burning. Most all forgstwildlife, and conservation groups are in
favor of using fire as a silviculture tool. The Mo Carolina Prescribed Fire Council is pulling
these groups together to build an alliance in sttppioprescribed burning. This council needs
our full support.

These advocate groups were instrumental in inigatind getting passed into law the badly
needed limited liability legislation for control tning, but still, the fear of litigation is a major
deterrent for getting burning done. Maybe thisdiegion needs some changing and fine-tuning.
There are many incentives for the Non-IndustrialeBbLandowner (NIFL) that encourage more
prescribed burning.



Prescribed burning enhances the ecosystem of Hattispand wildlife. In fact, some plant
species are completely dependent on fire for safvihowever, with control burning, the
landowner can protect the forest and still prontbie endangered environmental sensitive plant
growth. Needless to say, prescribed fire has plaged will play an instrumental part in
restoring North Carolina’s historically rich andltneed longleaf pine forests. Mostly since the
last severe fire weather, there has been extemsagy interface building in and near heavy
forest fuels which will greatly compound the ecomeeath loss and also greatly increase the
chances of fatalities when we again experienceddibmseason.

Actually North Carolina currently has less avaitlfite-fighting equipment due to cutbacks in

the forest industry. The industry no longer has ldrge fleets of crawler tractors that were
primarily used for reforestation site preparatioat were readily hooked to a fire plow and were
converted and available fire-fighting tractors dgrextreme fire weather. This is a big negative
factor in North Carolina’s ability to sufficientlygope with the heavy fuel build-up in extreme fire

weather. Again, this points back to the need foclmmore hazardous reduction burning, and
also the need for more available fire-fighting gupent. This isn’t going to be easy with current
budget restraints federal, state and forest ingustr

One certainly can’t argue with the benefits andceas of adverse publicity for not smoking—
but it has many, many people hyper, and thinkirgg ththey get a breath of forest fire smoke, it
is going to kill them. This isn’t true with foresimoke, and again, it goes back to the inoculation
theory—Dbetter to have a little smoke in your lumgsasionally than days (maybe months) of it
later on in the event of a major wildfire. The pabikelation aspect of prescribed burning will be
a humongous challenge within itself. The timingasv perfect (before the tragic loss) to address
the fuel build-up hazard. Let us not get caughtrtshe we did with Katrina—sitting around a
conference table talking in past tense about whatlld have been done. The time for sitting
around a conference table is now, talking in presemse of what we are going to do to help
alleviate this problem.

On January 16, | attended the Annual Meeting ofNbeth Carolina Prescribed Fire Council at
Poplar Grove near Wilmington. | am pleased totbay are meeting and talking in present tense
of how to alleviate our fuel build-up problem, aatdthe same time promoting the other benefits
associated with prescribed burning. Again, thisugraneeds our full support to help get
prescribed burning on the front burner.

As leaders in North Carolina forestry and environtakissues, your help is needed by both
North Carolina private landowners and public landews—to protect North Carolina’s 17

million acres from both an economical and environtakstandpoint to insure the sustainability
of the healthy growth of North Carolina’s foresésd thereby, also insuring the wildlife and
plant diversity.



Always remember—there is absolutely nothing better North Carolina’s environment and
economy than growing trees. If there ever has lae@m-win situation, it is the forests of North
Carolina. Unfortunately, forests killed by wilddiare not included in this elite group.
Submitted by John Alsup. John is a retired foreste worked many years with Federal Paper
Board in South East North Carolina. He currentiyek in Lake Waccamaw

PRESCRIBED FIRE MEMBERS MAKE EARTH DAY CAMP A MAJOR SUCCESS

Where were you on Earth Day this year? For a fewtiNGarolina Prescribed Fired Council
collaborators and members it was Harnett County'st IEnvironment Education Camp hosted
by Jim Gray, longleaf advocate, burner and consyforester from Dunn. Jim was able to call
upon friends and colleagues to help including regméatives from: NC Parks and Recreation-
Raven Rock; NC Division of Forest Resources, Har@eunty, Raleigh and Fayetteville staff;
NC Wildlife Resource Commission, Stewardship andgi®®al Biologists; Cooperative
Extension Service, Private Forestry Consultantsiufdd Resources Conservation Service,
Society of American Foresters, The Nature Conseywatbandhill Area staff, Harnett County
Forest Landowners — NC Woodlands Chapter; NCSU -paBment of Forestry and
Environmental Resources; and County Commissioners.

Jim Gray was instrumental in securing the land wihbe event was held for Harnett citizenry as

a county park. It has extensive longleaf areas gnisril,000 + acre boundaries. Prescribed and
frequent fires were the overarching theme of tleédfiday for the 90 middle school students,

adults, and teachers from Erwin.

Students dined in a recent prescribed burn stanofr@nn-bagged lunch form their schools and
were treated to a fluorescent lime green t-shithwagos from all the participating sponsors to
commemorated the day. The Field day was a greaess@nd is planned as an annual event.
For more details and a listing of course offeritigat featured the role and importance of fire-
dependent ecosystem, please contact Jim Gray, JMEstfy at 910-897-6765 or by e-mail:
jmgrayl@earthlink.net or Henry Randolph at 910-8397 or by email:
harandolph@earthlink.net

Submitted by Mark Megalos, Forest Extension, NCSU




THE STEVENS AMENDMENT, AN OPPORTUNITY FOR PRESCRIBE D BURNING

According to Kevin Harvell, Assistant District Fater for the North Carolina Division of Forest
Resources (NC DFR), the Stevens Amendment offeexaiting land management opportunity
for those North Carolina landowners who own larat th within 3 miles of National Forest land.
The Amendment, with a goal of reducing fuel level$ielp control damaging wildfires, provides
Federal funding for fuel reduction activities coothd adjacent to NC National Forests by the
NC DFR. During the past two burning seasons 2,60(ks have been prescribed burned
adjacent to Uwharrie National Forest in Stanly, kmmery, Davidson, and Randolph Counties.

To date no burning has been conducted adjacenisgal, Nantahala, or Croatan National
Forests, because of challenging topography andafeeimulations, but plans are being laid for
future burns adjacent to these National ForeststhetOopportunities under the Stevens
Amendment include burning on private lands by USeBb Service and mechanical fuel
reductions using a bobcat with a grinder that tliieDNFR recently acquired. Funding of burning
by private contractors and burning adjacent toofieeleral Lands (National Wildlife Refuges or
Department of Defense Property) is not currentlyeced, but may be a possibility in the future.

Harvell indicates that the program is funded thfo@910 and encourages landowners who
would like assistance in burning adjacent to NCidetl Forests to contact the appropriate
County or District NC DFR Office.

Submitted by Terry Sharpe

FIRE COUNCIL LEADERS

Terry Sharpe Chair sharpetl@etinternet.net
Dean Simon Chair-elect simondm@earthlink.net
Chris Moorman Past Chair chris_moorman@ncsu.edu
Scott Pohiman Secretary scott.pohiman@ncmail.net

Jeff Bouchelle

At-large steering committee

jeff.bbelle@ncmail.net

Jim Prevette

At-large steering committe

jim.prea@ncmail.net

Brandon Price

At-large steering committe

e

firest@iotmail.com

John Ann Shearer

At-large steering committg

e

johnahearer@fws.gov

Scott Hartley

At-large steering committes

a)

C

scottleg@ncmail.net

John Isenhour

At-large steering committe

e

johnhsen@nc.usda.gov

Doug Sprouse

At-large steering committe

e

doug.g@@ncmail.net

Lea Wofford

At-large steering committee

Iwofford @ésl.us




Kelley VanDruten Chair, Education and kelley vandruten@fws.gov
Outreach Committee

Matt Flint Chair, Data Collection matt.flint@nc.usda.gov
Committee
Bob Mickler Co-Chair, Policy Committee  rmickler@uadscience.com

Cynthia Van der Wiele | Co-Chair, Policy Committee awcgler@ncsu.edu

Margit Bucher Chair, Implementation mbucher@tnc.org
Committee
Mark Megalos Chair, Membership mark.megalos@ncsu.ed

COMMITTEE UPDATES
Legislative/Policy
On Friday, May 2nd, Terry Sharpe and Cynthia Vam D#ele represented the Prescribed Fire
Council at a meeting conducted by NC DFR to prepeoposed changes to North Carolina’s
regulation of open fires. General Statutes rejato burning permits and burn bans (GS. NC
DFR hopes to have the changes ready for introduatito the Legislature in January 20009.

Changes to General Statute 113-60 represent the diep toward using objective criteria
(weather, fuel conditions, and resources availaioleset burn bans, giving DENR the authority
to adopt rules to address burning, and clarifylmg existing legislation. NC DFR indicated that
since they are proposing changes to burn ban iegitiéris an opportune time to examine the
entire statute and encouraged all attendees toispboposed changes in writing no later than
June 1st.

We have submitted changes on behalf of NC Rx FwanCil and will continue to keep you
informed of things as they develop.

Implementation

The NC Smoke Management Plan is in the final revgacess between NC Division of
Forestry and Division of Air Quality. The plans ilementation will also bring along changes in
NC burn laws since compliance with smoke managergaitelines will become mandatory
instead of voluntary. NC DFR and the Council valiare further details when the plan is
approved.

The Forestry and Environmental Outreach ProgranOfBEat NC State University will host a
Forestry Issues Forum session on November 12, 2@28vill focus on the NC Prescribed Fire
Council and prescribed burning. The 3 hour sessiinbe televised to campuses around the
state. The cost is $35 with pre-registration. H®ession will include updates on smoke
management, fire weather, and insurance for ptestrurners. The session qualifies for SAF
continuing education credits. Please register tjnou
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/nreos/forest/feop/forunuffiolist. ntml



OTHER UPDATES

The NC Sandhills Prescribed Fire Council is pleaseeport a successful burn on the 125 acre
Carvers Creek State Nature Preserve, which is emdinth side of Fayetteville. The burn was
completed with assistance from Ft. Bragg, NC Skaeks, and The Nature Conservancy staff
and volunteers. They also plan to teach two orethséldland fire courses this fall in the
Sandhills. Details will follow when everything ismmered out.

Submitted by Mike Norris, NC Sandhills PrecribeceRCouncil Chair (mnorris@tnc.org)

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CALL FOR PAPERS

6th Eastern Native Grassland Symposium
Eastern Native Grasslands -
Managing an Ecosystem on the Edge

October 7 - 10, 2008
Radisson Hotel & Conference Center
2100 Bush River Road, Columbia, SC

The Eastern Native Grass Symposium is an establisiemnial conference on native grasslands
in eastern North America designed to promote sgavirresearch, information and experiences

for participants from universities, public agenci®GO’s, private industry, and interested
individuals.



South Carolina will be the stage for the 6th Eastéative Grass Symposium in October, 2008,
during the height of the flowering season for maewutiful native grasses. The theme will be:
“Eastern Native Grasslands — Managing an Ecosystethe Edge”. Scientists, seed producers,
ecologists, wildlife managers, native plant enthsts, natural resource agencies, and landscape
professionals from all over the eastern US will\venge on the Radisson Hotel and Conference
Center in Columbia for scientific and informationakesentations, hands-on workshops, and a
host of field trips showcasing the native grasstamidour state.

Keynote speakers will present information in arsash as: Eastern native grass communities,
History and current status Protection and restomati eastern native grass communities, Native
grass communities in landscaping, Native grass aomitres and wildlife, Native grasses for
biofuel production, and more.

Volunteer oral and poster presentations will cavéarge variety of native grass topics:

current information on genetics and ecology of veatigrass species, local seed source
development, and conservation / restoration ofveatjrasslands in the East, native grass
applications in wildlife management, pollution araent / remediation, and reclamation of
disturbed lands.

There will be a number of experts in the burgeonimedd of perennial native grasses for
cellulosic bio-fuels, a potentially more carborefrdly source of energy for the future.

Field trips are planned to see first-hand someigugy native grass-based plant communities, a
wonderful resource almost lost in the rush of adtizal and other forms of land development in
the 19th & 20th centuries.

Field trip stops will include:

Native grass communities including a) longleaf pgnass and other savanna communities; b)
piedmont prairie remnants; c) native herbaceouswanities in managed rights-of way.
Native grass communities managed for wildlife

Local-origin seed production efforts.

Landscapes developed with native grass - forb mestu

Farm program and bio-fuel production native grasas and

Native grasses in livestock production

For complete symposium details and to registeggaevisit:
www.clemson.edu/~bstrngr/E_Native _Grass
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Tall Timbers 24th Annual Fire Ecology Conference
Future of Prescribed Fire: Public Awareness, Healthnd Safety
to be held at the
Ramada Inn Conference Center
Tallahassee, Florida, USA
11-15 January 2009

Topics will include but are not limited to:

Fuel loading and particulate emissions

Air quality and human health

Smoke management and modeling

Fire effects on carbon sequestration

Prescribed fire in the Wildland Urban Interface

Public outreach and education on benefits of piiesdifire
Burn authorization systems and policy

Tradeoffs between prescribed fire and wildfire

Special sessions to include:

Meeting of the National Coalition of PrescribedeFouncils
Meeting of the Association for Fire Ecology SE Cieap
Panel discussion on future of prescribed fire

Tall Timbers is seeking contributed papers on tiwva topics as well as others that relate to
public awareness, health and safety with regatbeduture of prescribed fire. They encourage
papers that describe original research relatedpgeranents, case histories, surveys, and lessons
learned from fire management and policy experieAaghors of all contributed oral and poster
presentations will have the opportunity to pubtisém in the peer-reviewed Proceedings of the
24th Tall Timbers Fire Ecology Conference.

To submit a paper presentation abstract, pleasmstections for abstract preparation and
submission at www.talltimbers.org/FEconference email abstracts to:
fireecologymail@ttrs.org.

Abstracts are due by September 30, 2008.

For more information about the conference, visttbnference web site:
www.talltimbers.org/FEconference.

Sponsors include: Southeast Fire Ecology Partngr3ie National Park Service, and The
Nature Conservancy
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RESEARCH UPDATES

PATTERNS IN LIGHTNING-CAUSED FIRES AT GREAT SMOKY RIUNTAINS
NATIONAL PARK
Dana Cohen, Bob Dellinger, Rob Klein, Beth Buchanan

ABSTRACT

Fires that burn unimpeded behave differently thappsessed or prescribed (management-
ignited) fires. Studying this fire behavior increasour understanding of historic fire regimes.
Wildland fire use policy allows for managing ligitig-caused fires for resource benefit without
suppressing them provided specific pre-defined itimms$ are met. Great Smoky Mountains
National Park has managed ten fires under thicpdiom 1998 to 2006. Data from these fires
and data from park fire reports for suppressedigig-caused fires since 1940 were examined
to illustrate patterns for non-anthropogenic firdsghtning-caused fires occurred most
frequently during the growing season and many p@dithrough numerous precipitation events.
Unsuppressed fires had long durations (up to 3&)dapd exhibited a wider range of fire
behavior than found by previous studies for lightncaused fires in the region. These
unsuppressed fires exhibited the largest peringr@nth in periodic bursts of higher-intensity
behavior; yet smoldered and crept through the mgjof the active burning window. The total
area burned by the ten fires managed under theéanddire use policy from 1998 to 2006 (787
ha) has surpassed the aggregate within-park acra@22 suppressed lightning-caused fires
over the previous 56 years (523 ha).

From Fire Ecology Special Issu¥ol. 3, No. 2, 2007

GLOBAL AND REGIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE DUE TO BLACK CAR BON
V. Ramanathan and G. Carmichael

ABSTRACT

Black carbon in soot is the dominant absorber afble solar radiation in the atmosphere.
Anthropogenic sources of black carbon, althoughridisted globally, are most concentrated in
the tropics where solar irradiance is highest. Blaarbon is often transported over long
distances, mixing with other aerosols along the.\ildye aerosol mix can form transcontinental
plumes of atmospheric brown clouds, with verticateats of 3 to 5 km. Because of the
combination of high absorption, a regional disttibn roughly aligned with solar irradiance, and
the capacity to form widespread atmospheric brolauds in a mixture with other aerosols,

emissions of black carbon are the second strorgestibution to current global warming, after

carbon dioxide emissions. In the Himalayan regswoiar heating from black carbon at high
elevations may be just as important as carbon deii the melting of snowpacks and glaciers.
The interception of solar radiation by atmosphériawn clouds leads to dimming at the Earth's
surface with important implications for the hydrgical cycle, and the deposition of black
carbon darkens snow and ice surfaces, which catmniloote to melting, in particular of Artic sea

ice.

Published online: Nature Geoscience, 23 March 2088i:10.1038/ngeo156
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The other carbon. Smoke particulates may be seaolydo atmospheric CO2 in altering
climate. SeeClimate Change: Study Fingers Soot as a Major Rlay&lobal Warming
www.sciencemag.org April 22, 2008

Burned To Be Wild: HERBERT STODDARD AND THE ROOTS@&COLOGICAL
CONSERVATION IN THE SOUTHERN LONGLEAF PINE FOREST
Albert G. Way

ABSTRACT

This essay examines the work of wildlife biolodtrbert Stoddard, who came to the longleaf
pine-grassland forests of south Georgia in 19&tudy the bobwhite quail, and stayed to
develop a method of land management that stressdolgécal habitat over the dominant
production-oriented model. Stoddard’s major eadgaenplishments were threefold: He helped
to create the new profession of wildlife managemeatought for the reintroduction of fire in
the longleaf-grassland system, and he was amonfgshé advocate for ecological diversity in
cultural landscapes. His work offers new insighthom conservation played out regionally,
suggesting that we rethink the local elements tibnal conservation policy.

Way, Albert G., Burned to be Wild: Herbert Stoddardl the Roots of Ecological Conservation
in the Southern Longleaf Pine Forest. Environmeldtsiory 11.3 (2006): 47 pars. 13 May 2008

Use the following link to access the article in Eammental History
http://www.historycooperative.org/journals/eh/1 wa8y.html
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FIRE-ADAPTED PLANT HIGHLIGHT
Lookin’ for Big Bluestem — Andropogon gerardii

Although one of the most common grasses in NortlredAea and a dominant species of tallgrass
prairies, big bluestem has a widespread but spomidiribution in the Eastern US. In North
Carolina it occurs in a diversity of habitats —nfralry sandhill glades and remnant prairie-like
sites to wet meadows and along river-scour gradslan the mountains. (Check out big
bluestem and other plant occurrence records inNB& Atlas on the University of North
Carolina Herbarium web pageldtp://herbarium.unc.edu

Big bluestem stands up to its name, as it can reacfeet tall in moist sites! And it’s fairly gas
to recognize once the turkey foot-shaped infloresedorms (which is whiyurkey footis one of
its common names).

As with our native warm season grasses in gengraljs important to big bluestem ecology.
Fire reduces competition from both herbaceous aoddy vegetation, clears the duff for seed
germination and growth, and enhances flowering.

Native Americans long ago used big bluestem fotcthiag and other structural needs and the
roots were used for gastrointestinal distress lyEsattlers also used a decoction of the blades for
"general debility and languor.”

Perhaps the most spectacular big bluestem site GnidNSuther Prairie (pictured) — a wet
Cabarrus County meadow that has been annually niewray over the last 150 years. The site
has also been burned in recent years as part adriengnts conducted by biologists at the
University of North Carolina at Charlotte.

So keep your eyes peeled for big bluestem acresst#te, which just might be a remnant of our
more open and savanna-like past...

Submitted by Johnny Randall, Ph.D., Assistant DaredNorth Carolina Botanical Garden, The
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
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To join the North Carolin a Prescribed Fire Council , complete this form and mail it to the
address below. You can also fax the form or contact Mark by email.

Mark Megalos, Ph.D.

Box 8008, Extension Forestry
NC State University

Raleigh, NC 27695-8008
FAX: 919-515-6883

PHONE: 919-513-1202
mark.megalos@ncsu.edu

NAME:

ORGANIZATION:

MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE:
PHONE: Email:
Are you interested in participating on a Council subcommittee? YES NO

If YES, which one? Education and Outreach
Policy and Regulatory
Membership
Implementation
Annual Meeting

For the latest information on the Evans Road Wildfre
in eastern NC visit: http://inciweb.org/state/34
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